
 
Deb Birgen, Attorney at Law 
Manager, State Legislative Relations 
Missouri River Energy Services 
3724 West Avera Drive 
P.O. Box 88920 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-8920 
Phone: 800/678-4042 
Fax: 605/978-9397 
Mobile: 605/929-5678 
E-mail: dbirgen@MrEnergy.com 

 
 

South Dakota Lobbyist 
 
E. James Hood, Attorney at Law 
Hood & Nies. P.C. 
109 Main Street 
PO Box 759 
Spearfish, SD 57783-0759 
Phone: 605/642-2757 
Fax: 605/642-2751 
Mobile: 605/645-1245 
E-mail: jim@hoodandnies.com 
   

Sen. Julie Bartling, D-Burke 

Home Phone: 605/775-2937 

Capitol Phone: 605/222-3378 

Committees:  Appropriations, Government Operations & 

Audit 

 

 

Rep. Kim Vanneman, R-Ideal 

Home Phone: 605/842-2751 

Business Phone: 605/842-2751 

Committees: Agriculture & Natural Resources, Vice-

Chair; Education 
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2010 Calendar of the  

85th Legislative Assembly  

January 12 First day of session 

February 2 Last day to introduce bills 

February 22 Last day for bills to pass house of 

  origin 

March 12 Last day for bills to pass both 

  houses  

March 13-28 Recess 

March 29 Reserved for Consideration of 

 Gubernatorial Vetoes  

District 28B | Faith 

 

Sen. Ryan Maher, D-Isabel  
Home Phone: 605/466-2389 

Capitol Phone: 605/850-3598 

Committees: Agriculture & Natural Resources, 

Taxation, Transportation 

Rep. Betty Olson, R-Prairie City  
Home Phone: 605/855-2824 

Capitol Phone: 605/773-3851 

Committees: Agriculture & Natural Resources, Local 

Government 

KEY LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES 
 

Senate State Affairs 
 

Tom Dempster, Chair Dave Knudson 

Bob Gray, Vice-Chair Russell Olson 

Gene Abdallah Larry Rhoden 

Gary Hanson  Nancy Turbak Berry 

Scott Heidepriem  
 

  

House State Affairs 
     

 

Bob Faehn, Chair Larry Lucas 

Kristi Noem, Vice-Chair David Lust 

Jamie Boomgarden Val Rausch 

Richard Engels Tim Rave 

Marc Feinstein Manny Steele 

Brian Gosch  Charles Turbiville 

 

For electric utility-related legislation information, visit: 
 

MRENERGY.COM ®  



Sen. Jim Peterson, Minority Whip, D-Revillo 

Home Phone: 605/623-4573 

Capitol Phone: 605/695-0032 

Committees: Agriculture & Natural Resources, 

Education, Taxation 
 
Rep. Val Rausch, Speaker Pro Tem 
R-Big Stone City 

Home Phone: 605/880-5015 

Committees:   Legislative Procedure, Vice-Chair; Local 

Government, Vice-Chair; State Affairs 
 
Rep. Steve Street,  D-Revillo 
Home Phone: 605/623-4534 

Capitol Phone: 605/949-4534 

Committees: Agriculture & Natural Resources, 

Transportation 

District 4 | Big Stone City 

District 16 | Beresford 

Sen. Pam Merchant, D-Brookings 
Home Phone: 605/692-8547 
Capitol Phone: 605/695-1996 
Committees:  Commerce, Health & Human Services, 
Taxation 
 

Rep. Larry Tidemann, R-Brookings 
Home Phone: 605/692-1267 
Capitol Phone: 605/224-4200 
Committees: Appropriations, Chair 
 
 

Rep. Carol Pitts, R-Brookings 
Home Phone: 605/692-4507 
Capitol Phone: 605/773-3851 
Committees: Commerce; Health & Human Services,  
Chair 

District 7 | Brookings 

Sen. Russ Olson, R-Madison 
Home Phone: 605/256-3899 
Capitol Phone: 605/773-3821 
Committees:  Commerce, Chair; Education, State 
Affairs 

 
Rep. Gerald Lange, D-Madison 
Home Phone: 605/256-3676 
Committees:  Taxation, Transportation 

 
 
 
Rep. Mitch Fargen, D-Flandreau 
Home Phone: 605/695-0705 
Committees:  Commerce, Education 

District 8 | Flandreau District 21 | Pickstown 

Sen. Cooper Garnos, Majority Whip  
R-Presho 
Home Phone: 605/895-2414 

Capitol Phone: 605/773-3821 

Committees: Agriculture & Natural Resources; 
Education, Chair; Legislative Procedure 
 

Rep. Kent Juhnke, R-Vivian 
Home Phone: 605/683-6661 

Committees: Government Operations & Audit, Vice-

Chair; Taxation; Transportation, Vice-Chair  

 

Rep. Thomas Deadrick, R-Platte 
Home Phone: 605/337-3999 

Capitol Phone: 605-773-3851 

Committees: Appropriations, Legislative Procedure 

District 24 | Fort Pierre, Pierre 

Sen. Robert Gray, President Pro Tem, 
R-Pierre 
Home Phone: 605/224-9026 

Capitol Phone: 605/773-3821 

Committees: Education; Legislative Procedure, Chair; 
State Affairs, Vice-Chair 

 

Rep. Ryan Olson, R-Onida 
Home Phone: 605/258-2398 
Capitol Phone: 605-773-3851 

Committees: Education; Taxation, Chair 

 
 

Rep. Tim Rounds, R-Pierre 
Home Phone: 605/224-6588 

Committees: Commerce, Chair; Local Government; 

Retirement Laws, Chair 

Sen. Ben Nesselhuf, D-Vermillion 
Home Phone: 605/624-6178 

Capitol Phone: 605/773-3821 

Committees:  Commerce, Education, Legislative 
Procedure 
 

Rep. Jamie Boomgarden, Majority Whip, 
R-Chancellor 
Home Phone: 605/647-5338 
Business Phone: 605/322-5000 

Committees: Health & Human Services, State Affairs 

 

Rep. Eldon Nygaard, Minority Whip, 
D-Vermillion 
Home Phone: 605/624-3654 

Capitol Phone: 605/670-0695 

Committees: Commerce; Health & Human Services 

District 17 | Vermillion 

District 5 | Watertown 

Sen. Nancy Turbak-Berry, D-Watertown 

Home Phone: 605/886-3871 

Capitol Phone: 605/880-1588 

Committees: Commerce, Judiciary, State Affairs 
 
 

Rep. Bob Faehn, Majority Leader, 

R-Watertown 

Home Phone: 605/882-2616 

Capitol Phone: 605/224-4200 

Committees: State Affairs, Chair 
 

Rep. Roger Solum, R-Watertown 

Home Phone: 605/882-7056 

Committees:  Commerce, Taxation 

Legis lator  Infor mation  

Sen. Margaret Gillespie, Minority Whip 
D-Hudson 
Home Phone: 605/987-3672 
Business Phone: 605/934-2140 
Committees:  Government Operations & Audit, 
Judiciary, Local Government 

 
Rep. Jim Bolin, R-Canton 
Home Phone: 605/987-2630 
Capitol Phone: 605/224-4200 
Committees:  Education, Local Government 

 
 
Rep. Dan Lederman, R-Dakota Dunes 
Home Phone: 605/232-0050 
Capitol Phone: 712/251-1992 

Committees:  Local Government, Taxation 

During the legislative session, you may leave messages for 

Senators at  605/773-3821; for Representatives, call   

605/773-3851.  To email a legislator, use the form provided at 

http://legis.state.sd.us/email/LegislatorEmail.aspx.  The form 

provides a drop down box with the legislators names and will 

automatically route your email.  A link is also provided on the 

MRES® website. You may also write your legislator at:  

 

 The Honorable (Legislatorôs Name) 

 c/o South Dakota  (Senate or House) 

 Capitol Building  

 500 E. Capitol Ave. 

 Pierre, SD 57501-5070 

 

All State Senators and Representatives are elected for two-year 

terms. The next general state election will be in 2010. 


